=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 10 Jan 1993 18:13:00 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         ROSE NORMAN <UAHRXN01@UAHVAX1.BITNET>
Subject:      Exit Exams, Education Majors
 
Just got a note that our department Curricululm Committee is to take up a
request by the Education Department to devise an exit exam for English Education
majors.   This is not exactlky a Writing Programs topic, but I thought some of
you might have had experience with such administrative things.  Someone has
suggested that we devise the exam on the same lines as the comprehensive
exam our Master's candidates take on their coursework, when they are doing
the non-thesis option.  I don't know how many majors would be subject to
this exam annually.  The memo seemed to think only 2 or 3 a quarter.
Rose
Rose Norman, Associate Professor of English
University of Alabama in Huntsville
Huntsville, AL 35899
205/895-6320
RNORMAN@UAHVAX1 bitnet or RNORMAN@ASNUAH.ASN.NET
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 11 Jan 1993 08:15:33 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         FATXJ@USU.BITNET
Subject:      Re: Exit Exams, Education Majors
 
We have a qualifying exam for ed majors (a writing exam) that they
need to take to satisfy minimum proficiency before being admitted
officially into the program.  This exam has been a big headache for
our writing center; the students hate it and take out their frustrations
on the tutors; the tutors end up remediating an exam that they didn't
score; the scoring is holistic, so the tutors don't get any feedback
about why the exams were scored as they were; disgruntled students
who failed keep repeating the exam, etc.  We are trying to get rid
of it altogether and put the total responsibility back to secondary ed
where it belongs.  We would be happy to serve in a consulting role,
but don't feel this exam should be taking up our tutors' time and
energy. C Hult
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 11 Jan 1993 11:00:00 PST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU
Subject:      Re: Exit Exams, Education Majors
 
Rose, our department took seriously a similar statewide request for exams of
English majors applying for teaching credential programs.  We set up a
 combined}i
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written and ORAL exam that takes some time (and we are now a big school with
about 260 English majors) but that was well worth}i the {_troubOK}}ile.
 }iDamn}all this garbage that keeps filling the screen!  Where is it coming
 from???
We wind up in some control of the teachers going into the schools to teach
English with our credential.  the ones we screen out really shouldn/t be
 teaching.  {_The ora}il
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Date:         Sun, 12 Jan 1992 08:02:02 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         GWC@NAUVAX.BITNET
Subject:      funding sources for comp programs
 
The chair of the English department asked me the other day if it was
customary to fund composition programs in the way that ours is funded.
We "put together" our comp program each year with funds from a variety
of sources: English department, College of Arts and Sciences, the
Graduate Dean, the Evening Division, and minority recruitment. One of
our problems is that the amount we receive from all of these sources except
the English department, fluctuates from year to year, and so it is
difficult for us to do any long range planning. MOre than two thirds
of our funind
 funding comes from sources that we don't control. Is this
a typical arrangement? Clearly, we would like to change this situation even
if it means locking in a slightly larger percentage of what we control (
right now we control one third of our budget) and we would like to muster
whatever arguments we can for changing this way of doing business.
 
Geoff Chase
Composition Director
Northern Arizona University
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 12 Jan 1993 13:30:02 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irwin Weiser <va0@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: funding sources for comp programs
In-Reply-To:  <9301121501.AA09632@mace.cc.purdue.edu>; from "*" at Jan 12,
              92 8:02 am
 
Geoff--
 
Hoo!  I hope that your funding situtation is not typical!  Our program
at Purdue is funded from the regular operating budget of the English
Department.  In other words, our departmental budget takes into
account that we teach hundreds of sections of composition.  When we
need additional funds to staff courses, as we typically do in the fall
when enrollments are highest, the money comes from the School of
Liberal Arts and, if necessary, from the office of the academic vice
president.  Often, if we fill up our sections and there's still demand
for the courses, the Dean's office authorizes and pays for another
section.
 
 
--
Irwin Weiser
va0@mace.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 12 Jan 1993 16:33:12 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bill Condon <USERLCBK@UMICHUM.BITNET>
Subject:      Funding composition
 
Geoff,
 
Our funding situation is more or less like Irwin's, with one twist:
 
The English Composition Board, which has oversight of all writing
instruction in the College, reports directly to the Dean, and it
has its own budget--i.e., it's not part of the English Dept.  So
assessment, the pre-composition courses, the Writing Workshop, and
the Jr-Sr Writing Intensive courses operate out of this budget, which
is independent of English and works as Irwin's does--that is, it's
substantial to begin with, and if there's a need for more sections
or more staffing for the Workshop, the College says yes, automatically
(at least, we've never been told no, in 15 years).
 
The English Dept runs the main first-year comp course, again on its own
well-established budget, as part of the Eng Dept budget.
 
I hope you have luck changing your situation.  I don't think you can
run a solid program on spec, as it were.  You have my sympathies.
 
Bill Condon
English Composition Board
1025 Angell Hall
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
userlcbk@umichum.bitnet
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 12 Jan 1993 16:04:22 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      funding sources for comp programs
 
Geoff, at ASU a certain amount of the money (TA stipends, some adjuct faculty
money, and the salaries of regular faculty who teach comp) is in the
department's budget and is under the control, so to speak, of the department
(but not of the writing program). But we usually need tens of thousands more
each semester to meet the demand for courses, and the money for those
additional sections comes from wherever the dean and the provost can scrounge
it--summer school profits, salary savings (not just in the English
department), provostial reallocations, etc.) This money is not under our
control, but we have come to assume that it will be forthcoming. Usually we
schedule initially what we can pay for with department money; the dean upon
seeing the slenderness of the offerings tells us how many more ections we can
schedule with the spare change he can find (and he really does try to find
money for us). I wonder with you--is there a program out there--especially a
large one--that has an adequate budget that does not include all the scrounged
money? Anyone on from Univ of Rhode Island?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Assoc. Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 12 Jan 1993 20:16:00 CDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Fred Kemp <YKFRE@TTACS.BITNET>
Subject:      Funding
 
The composition program at Texas Tech supports 150-200 sections of
composition a semester and is funded entirely by the English
department.  As at ASU, the composition folks don't allocate those
funds.  The English department determines teaching assistantships,
materials budgets, etc.  Is John Slatin on this list?  It would be
interesting to hear how the University of Texas is going to manage
this with its new "Writing Division" in the fall of 1993.  There, I
think, direct funding will, for the first time, by-pass the English
department and come directly from Liberal Arts.  Fred Kemp, Texas
Tech
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 13 Jan 1993 08:05:53 CDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jim Raymond <JRAYMOND@ENGLISH.AS.UA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: funding sources for comp programs
 
Geoff,
    Like David's Schwalm's program, ours at Alabama is funded to a
large extent by soft money.  I used to tell the dean "You treat
Freshman English as if it were an unanticipated emergency, semester
after semester."   Nice line, but it didn't do much good.  We
operate on faith rather than line items in the budget.  Wish it
weren't so.
--Jim Raymond
  Director of Freshman Composition
  English Department
  University of Alabama
  (205) 348-6488
  JRaymond@English.as.ua.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 13 Jan 1993 09:16:00 PST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU
Subject:      Re: funding sources for comp programs
 
The discussion of funding sources puts me in mind of the underlying lesson in
All the President's Men: follow the money to find the source of the power and
the hidden problem.     --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 19 Jan 1993 22:31:20 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         LHAMPLYONS@CUDNVR.DENVER.COLORADO.EDU
Subject:      Re: Exit Exams, Education Majors
 
Interesting question, writng exam and ed. majors--I guess this is an undergrad
ed. degree?  I am still recovering from teaching teachers (MEd-bound) in a
6000 level course on teaching writing (half English, half Ed backgrounds).  Half
   the Ed
tecaher/students were what I consider semi-literate.  I had always been angry at
    the
claims I'd seen about the state of education qualifications--as I count a
(British) M Ed) among my degrees--but this blew me away.  I had teachers in
a field experience correcting students' sentence structure from right to
wrong--systematically.  So... I conclude there should be stricter writing
barrier tests for future teachers.  I believe EVERY teacher not just English
tecahers should write comfortably and strongly, without angst; if teachers
can't write, why the hell should we expect high school graduates to be able to?
Liz Hamp_Lyons
English/Applied Language
University of Colorado, Denver
LHAMPLYONS@cudnvr.denver.colorado.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 25 Jan 1993 15:47:03 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         GWC@NAUVAX.BITNET
Subject:      Re: funding sources for comp programs
 
Thanks to all of you who answered my question about the way that your
composition programs are funded. It looks as though there are some
problems almost everywhere in this regard. We are going to argue for
an increase in the percentage of the budget we control, however, and see
what happens.
 
Thanks again.
 
Geoff Chase
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 25 Jan 1993 20:03:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "aavid E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: funding sources for comp programs
 
Best of luck, Geoff. Share your strategies, whether or not they work. Now that
our president (our university president) has declared undergraduate education
to be an institutional priority, with special focus on the freshman year,
there is a distinct possibility that we might actually get some dedicated
funds for composition at ASU. I'm not holding my breath, but freshman comp has
just become a major portion of the "freshman experience." Coor declared it as
a goal that every freshman will have a writing intensive experience. Well,
they already have two.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Assoc. Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 29 Jan 1993 22:09:46 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      High School/College Concurrent Enrollment
 
I brought this up over on MBU a couple of days ago, but I would like to move
the discussion over here among WPAs. I just got an general letter from a local
community college campus (a new one) discussing its accomplishments for the
fall. Among those accomplishments was the fact that seniors at high school X
got credit for senior English by taking ENG 101 taught on their campus. This
is an example of high school/college concurrent enrollment. There are a number
of models. In the basic model, a senior at high school X signs up for senior
English and simultaneously enrolls in a section of 101 at a local college. The
student then takes this English course (it may be the high school course or it
may be the college's course) and, upon passing it, receives credit both for
senior English and for freshman composition. When the student shows up on
campus, he/she already has credit for freshman English. Oftentimes, the course
(whatever the curriculum) is taught in the high school, often by the regular
high school teacher, during regular high school hours, involving all high
school students. Sometimes a college teacher (usually a part-timer) teaches
the course; sometimes the students take a placement test; sometimes all the
students in the class are getting dual credit; sometimes only some of them
are. Sometimes the faculty are supervised by the college. Etc etc. THese
arrangements range from (in my view) marginally acceptable to someting pretty
close to selling credit hours. I think you can see that I am not a big fan of
this practice (see my article in fall/winter 1991 issue of WPA). But I don't
know what to do about it. Everyone loves it. Students get out of freshman
English (or one year of literacy education). The college often get credit
hours and tuition for doing virtually nothing. THe high school teachers get
credit for teaching college courses. Our history faculty would be furious if
this same strategy were used for US History 101. I thought we had negotiated a
statewide agreement in AZ that noone would do this sort of stuff, but that
agreement is not being honored. Apparently the pressures to do this are
staggering. Some of us worked for years on that agreement, and I am just
baffled about what to do next. In my view, this practice is not in the best
interests of students. Any ideas?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Assoc. Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 30 Jan 1993 08:58:41 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irwin Weiser <va0@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: High School/College Concurrent Enrollment
In-Reply-To:  <01GU3UJF5OCY99DK50@asu.edu>; from "David E. Schwalm" at Jan 29,
              93 10:09 pm
 
David, et al--
 
The kinds of programs you have described are cropping up all over.  In
Indiana, several universities offer such programs, and I've also had
students ask me to consider credit earned in programs in Missouri and
New York (Syracuse has program).  Purdue, by the way, does not have a
program and is not interested in establishing one.
My position has been that if the course is one for which we normally
accept transfer credit and if there is evidence that the course as it
is taught in the high school follows the same syllabus, uses the same
texts, requires the same amount and kinds of writing as the on-campus
(or where ever else the course may be taught besides the high school)
and if there is evidence that the instructors work closely with
university faculty in training, follow-up, etc. and if the student
supplies me with a "mini-portfolio" of three pieces of evaluated
writing submitted for the course, along with a transcript
demonstrating that he or she has indeed earned at least a C in the
course and has received college credit for it, I'll accept the credit.
We--our composition committee--have agreed that it is not appropriate
to grant credit for our second semester course which requires students
to engage in college-level research, including work in the university
library system with academic journals, etc. since the high school
programs don't--perhaps can't--provide this experience for students.
 
I agree with you that there appears to be quite a range in the quality
of these courses, with some, like the ones offered by Indiana
University through its Advanced College Project, being quite good in
every way and others not really being equivalent to an on-campus
college composition course.  That's why we go to the trouble to look
at syllabi, course descriptions, instructor support and training, and
student writing.  I should also add that Indiana University offers a
variety of courses through this program, not just composition and
world lit.  And I should say that not everyone at Purdue agrees that
credit earned in these programs should be accepted here.  We do and
the math department does.  I'm not sure who else.
--
Irwin Weiser
va0@mace.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 30 Jan 1993 09:37:28 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         FATCG@USU.BITNET
Subject:      Re: High School/College Concurrent Enrollment
 
David,
As you know, Utah has been very much into concurrent enrollment for a
number of years, and it has various quality controls depending upon
the university overseeing the program.  For instance, here at USU, Chris
Hult as assistant dept head must approve each teacher for instructing
in the program.  OFten these same teachers are asked to teach 101 sections
on campus at some point to have that experience.
joyce kinkead
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 30 Jan 1993 12:29:28 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      dual enrollment
 
I have tried, when I identify dual enrollment courses, to have the student
come in to see me, to tell me about the course, perhaps to show me some
writing, Then sometimes I accept them and sometimes I don't (I'm talking here
about out of state courses; in state is a different problem). And when I don't
grant equivalency, all hell breaks loose. Students complain; parents call
provosts; and so on and on. But the problem is, it is very difficult to
identify dual enrollment courses. In most cases, they simply show up on a
transcript as ENG 101 from College X, and the only way to spot them is to
check the dates of the courses against the high school graduation date. And we
have a special problem in AZ where many community college courses transfer
automatically according to negotiated articulation agreements. And, as I say,
I thought we had an agreement in AZ not to do dual enrollment in 1st year
composition. But the temptations seem to overcome people's good intentions.
The English faculty may say "no," but the dean or president will say "yes" or
the continuing education unit gets into the act. It is difficult to overstate
some of the deviousness involved in this project. Even in his sensible comment
on my article in WPA, Mike Vivion's main defense of getting into this project
at UMKC was that if his program didn't do it, someone else would and would
probably not do as good a job. And if you read Mike's article, you can see
just how much work the WPA has to do to ensure that such programs have even a
shred of integrity. And that's before you get down to issues of context and
writing instruction. I just don't know what to do. I can see a point at which
half the students graduating from high school in AZ (the half with enough
money for tuition) will graduate with credit for 101 and 102 in hand, most of
them not having had a course much different from senior English. Students like
that are coming to the University now woefully unprepared for college-level
writing tasks. Soon they will come having met 1st year comp requirements. And
I'm not worried about the effect of this on ASU's comp program. We'd be better
if we were samller. I'm worried about the writing proficiency of these
students. I really don't know what to do.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Assoc. Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 31 Jan 1993 14:31:03 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Allene Cooper <IFCAC@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      dual enrollment
 
David, this isn't an ideal answer, but say we can see the dual
enrollment flood coming.  We hold up the dam as long as we can (hoping
for a drought) and at the same time preparing all that lies in the flood
plain.  We create writing intensive requirements at every level, so
if we don't get'em as Frosh, we get them as Sophs, Jrs. and Srs.   Eventually,
we let First Year Comp die, wait a bit, and re-institute it
on higher ground (right now, unknown territory.)
 
-- Allene Cooper
Dept. of Business Administration            (602) 965-3231
Ass't Director, Writing Across the Curriculum  (602)965-3097
Arizona State Univ., Tempe, AZ 85287  BITNET: IFCAC@ASUACAD
